Edinburgh Stump Removal Risk Assessment
Site:










Date:

	Hazard
	Risk
	People Involved
	Best Practice
	Measures in place
	Action Required?
	Date 

	Staff suffer injury or infection
	Death, ill health, infection, trauma
	Contractor, Client, Public
	Chainsaw at work HSE RIDDOR
	First Aid Kit. Trained first aider on site. Site location and A&E location known by Contractor
	
	

	Fire / Explosion
	Burns/Blast injuries
	Contractor, Client, Public
	AFAG Safety Guide 301, 392, 401, 802: HSE HSG47 ‘Avoiding danger from underground services’
	Fire extinguishers fitted in Contractor vehicles.
	
	

	Power lines
	Serious injury / electrocution
	Contractor, Client, Public
	AFA Safety Guide 302, 401, 402, 802, 804: HSE HSG47 ‘Avoiding danger from underground services’
	Accurate assessment of situation. Means of contacting Electricity Company.
	
	

	Work Vehicles
	Road Traffic Collisions
	Contractor, Client, Public
	AFAG Safety Guide 403, 501, 502, 503, 603, 701, 702: Routine preventative maintenance in accordance with internal procedures and manufactures recommendations
	Regular vehicle maintenance and servicing. Loading and securing of load in accordance with Department for Transport guidelines.
	
	

	Use of Hand tools
	Cuts, muscular strain
	Contractor
	AFAG Safety Guide 201, 302, 304, 307, 401
	Guards on edged tools. Safe stance and positioning.
	
	

	Ladders and Steps
	Falling, Crushing
	Contractor, Client, Public
	AFAG Safety Guide 401, ‘ A Guide to Good Climbing Practice’
	Ensure stability, Adhere to ladder instructions, Regular inspection.
	
	

	Power Tools and Machinery
	Cut injuries, crushing, electrocution, infection from hydraulic oil
	Contractor

	Operators certificates; AFAG Safety Guides 105, 203
	Contractor trained, Manuals available, Regular maintenance 
	
	

	Terrain
	Slipping/Tripping
	Contractor
	AFAG Safety Guide 302, 307, 401, 802 
	Prepare site, Appropriate footwear / machinery 
	
	

	Stings or bites
	Transmitted infections, allergic reactions
	Contractor
	Health monitoring and surveillance
	Identify any allergies. First aid training. Nearest A&E identified
	
	

	Power lines – over and underground
	Electrocution, contact with live lines
	Contractor, Client, Public
	AFAG Safety Guide 401, 804; HSE HSG47 ‘Avoiding danger from underground services
	Observe safe working distances (overhead lines 15m). Contacting power companies to cut power.
	
	

	Other utilities
	Rupturing gas / water / telecom supplies. Explosions. Flooding
	Contractor, Client, Public
	AFAG Safety Guide 401: HSE HSG47 ‘ Avoiding danger from underground services’
	Establish existence / position. CAT scanner used by trained operator. Avoid contact with telecom lines.
	
	

	Building other obstructions
	Trees in contact with buildings
	Contractor, Client, Public
	AFAG Safety Guide 302, 307, 310, 401; NPTC Certificated of Competence
	Work planning. No stump grinding up against buildings. Contractor trained in felling.
	
	

	Working near roads / footpaths
	Trees / parts of trees hitting public / traffic. Danger to public of machinery 
	Contractor, Client, Public
	AFAG Safety Guide 401: Department for transport approved code of practice ‘Safety at street works and road works’ to support NRSWA
	Use of ‘Hi-viz’. Contract. Traffic management companies where appropriate. Cordon off work area.
	
	

	Mineral oil/herbicides/ pesticides in or near watercourse. Tree work adjacent to watercourse
	Pollution threat.
Tree debris blocking watercourse
	Contractor, Client, Public
	Forestry Commission ‘Forests and water guidelines’.
BS 3998-1989 ‘Recommendations for Tree Work’ BS5837:1991 ‘Guide in relation to construction’.
	Refuelling away from watercourses. No mixing/ decanting herbicides/ pesticides near watercourse.

Keep tree work arisings away from watercourse   
	
	

	Excessive noise
	Loss of enjoyment 
	Client, Public
	Noise at Work Regulations 1989 Limit working hours to 8:00 to 18:00 Monday to Friday
	Limit working hours to 8:00 to 18:00 Monday to Friday
	
	

	Fueling
	Fire / explosion / bast injuries
	Contractor, Client, Public
	HSE INDG317 ‘Chainsaws at work’: AFAG Safety Guide 30, 308
	Safe distance from ignition source. Correct sealed containers
	
	

	Noise
	Deafness
	Contractor
	HSE ING317 ‘Chainsaws at work’; AFAG Safety Guide 301, 801; NPTC CS30.2
	Hearing protectors. PPE
	
	

	Projectiles
	Blindness, Eye injury. Damage to property
	Contractor, Client, Public
	HSE ING317 ‘Chainsaws at work’; AFAG Safety Guide 301, 801; NPTC CS30.2
	Eye protection. Curtains on stump grinder.
	
	

	Stump grinders
	Cuts, noise (deafness) injury from flying debris. Injury from contact with underground services
	Contractor, Client, Public
	AFAG Safety Guide 606; HSE HSG47 ‘ Avoiding danger from underground services’: NPTC Certificate of Competence in Stump Grinding Operations
	Contractor trained. Manufactures instruction available.  All guards and warnings in place. Regular maintenance. Safe fuelling and storage. Adequate barriers for flying debris. Cordon in place. PPE
	
	


